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Gateway GTO Christmas Party 
by Chris Winslow 

The final event for Gateway GTO for the year is always our annual 
Christmas party.  It is a time for all of us to get together for fun and some great 
food. 

The theme for this year was release your inner penguin and some of our 
members really took that to heart.  Barb and Earl Lewis and Sharon Wilder-
brandt even wore penguin costumes! 

The turn out this year was great with 48 members at the event.  This in-
cluded the Sullivans and the Finkenbinders, who came from Pontiac Illinois and 
Roger and Debbie Johnson who came from Pekin, Illinois to attend.    

Kenrick’s catered the food again this year and it was excellent.  Every-
one must have agreed as there was very little food left over at the end.  Marty 
took most of what was left to a firehouse after the event, so what was left over 
did not go to waste.  

After dinner, I made a few announcements.  I announced that the date 
for the 2026 Pinball Wizard tournament at Atomic Pinball has been set for Feb-
ruary 22nd.  I also reminded everyone that the official date for the Gateway 
GTO Pizza Party at Fortel’s Pizza Den for 2026 is January 18th.  In addition, I 
recognized some of the people that regularly help me during the year to keep 
Gateway GTO running smoothly.  Recognized were Gail Schott who has been 
proofing the newsletter for a number of years now, Marty Howard for helping to 
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Gateway GTO Christmas Party 

organize a number of activities in 2025, Jim McCarthy for keeping the club roster up to date, 
Tammy Hedrick for her work helping us with the tabulating of our Regional Car Show in Ponti-
ac, Sharon Wilderbrandt for her help with 50/50 at several of our car shows, and Earl Lewis for 
all of his 50/50 and other fund raising efforts, including all of his work on the two Wheels In 
Motion car shows.  (See the Presidents Scoop for more on that). 

Terrie Oxler also made a presentation to Will Bowers and Ron Wildebrandt.   It is fairly 
well known within the club that both Will and Ron are big fans of the KTVI traffic reporter, Ka-
lista Mitrisin. In recognition of that, Terri gave them each a standup cutout of Kalista. 
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After some party games, we had a  rob your neighbor gift exchange, but with a new 
twist that Marty came up with where for the first round everyone just grabbed a gift.  After that, 
we passed them a few times unopened and then opened them.  Once they were open, Marty 
went around the circle and had each person show the gift they had opened.  Then we went into 
the traditional rob your neighbor gift exchange.  I think the most stolen gift this year was a GTO 
neon sign, although my favorite item by far was a Pontiac Steering Wheel Cover.  (I did not end 
up with either!!) 

Our party this year was a great event and everyone really enjoyed themselves.  Thanks 
to Paula for all of her tireless work to plan such a fun party!  She spends untold hours planning 
every detail and it shows. 

Gateway GTO Christmas Party 
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Presidents Scoop 

The President’s Scoop 
 

By Chris Winslow 

Winter came early this year.  I was not quite ready for the Pontiacs to be trapped in the gar-
age for the season, but there is salt and brine on the roads here in O’Fallon now, so it looks like it is 
time to do one last treatment of the leather, get them up on the flat stopper ramps and get the covers 
on them.  I usually can get them both out at least once or twice during the Christmas holiday break, 
but not this year. 

There are a lot of things to cover this month.  First, we had the officer elections.  The 2026-
2027 officers will be the same as the  2024-2025 officers with the exception that Paula Winslow 
will be taking over as secretary.  Thanks to Amy O’Sullivan for all of her work as the secretary for 
the last two terms. 

A few weeks ago, Paula and I, along with Barb and Earl Lewis, attended the annual Wheels 
In Motion check presentation to the National Children’s Cancer Society.  This year, with attendance 
back up at the shows due to our new location at the Church on the Rock, we were able to donate 
$15,000 to NCCS!  That is a huge donation and we would not have gotten there without Earl con-
necting Wheels In Motion with the Church on the Rock and also all of the work Earl does in the 
background to raise donations.  Hopefully we can build on that in 2026 and raise even more money. 

Speaking of donations, Paula and I, along with Terry and Gail Schott, made a trip up to Pon-
tiac a few weeks ago.  We presented Tim Dye with a check for $3,900, which is the amount of mon-
ey that we raised for the museum at our annual car show.  While we were there, we were joined by 
Alan Finkenbinder and Dave Sullivan for a planning meeting for our 2026 show in Pontiac.  2026 is 
the 100th anniversary of both Pontiac and Route 66 so we are planning to make that show a special 
one.  More to come on that in months ahead. 

Finally, many long time members of Gateway will remember member Mark Obukowicz.  
Mark was a member of Gateway for many years before retiring and moving out of the area.  Unfor-
tunately, we lost Mark to Covid a few years ago.  Mark’s family has donated some of his collecti-
bles to Gateway recently.  See the details on the items in this newsletter.  What we are going to do is 
give these collectibles away as raffle prizes for membership renewal.  How it will work is that eve-
ryone that has renewed their Gateway GTO membership for 2026 by January 31st of 2026 will be 
entered in the raffle for the items.  We will draw the winner at the February meeting at Ginghams.  
You will not need to be present at that meeting to win, but you must have your Gateway GTO mem-
bership current to be eligible. 

That is all for 2025.  Paula and I would like to wish everyone a great holiday season.  We 
look forward to a great 2026! 
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Gateway GTO Dues for 2026 are $20 and 
are due by the annual Gateway GTO Piz-
za Party. 
 

• Send dues to Will Bowers by mail or pay 
in person at the Next Meeting 

Will’s Address: 
4213 Napa View Lane 
St. Charles, MO 63304 

• In order to Renew with Gateway GTO, 
members must be members in good stand-
ing with GTOAA. 

 
Contact Chris Winslow if 
you have any questions on 
renewing your Gateway 
GTO membership 

Gateway GTO     
Membership Renewal 
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2026 Pinball Wizard Tournament 
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Mark Obukowicz Collectibles 
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 GTOAA Membership Renewal 
 
 

GTOAA Dues are to be paid directly to 
GTOAA 

 

• Do not send GTOAA dues to Will Bowers.  
Instead renew directly with GTOAA by mail 
or at www.gtoaa.org. 

• All Gateway GTO Members must be 
GTOAA members in good standing. 

• Please contact GTOAA Chapter Representa-
tive Steve Hedrick with any questions: 

 
 

Steve Hedrick Contact Info: 
Phone: 314-640-4020 
Email: sthedrick@aol.com 
 

mailto:sthedrick@aol.com
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2025-2026 GATEWAY GTO 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 
  
 
 
 
January 
 
 18 - Annual Gateway GTO Pizza Party at Fortel’s Pizza Den, 1:00 to 3:30, 7932 Mackenzie 

Road, St. Louis MO 63123 
 
February 
 
 5 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s 
 

22 - Gateway GTO 12th Annual Pinball Wizard Tournament at Atomic Pinball Arcade,  
 102 Whitelaw Ave.  Wood River, IL 62095 at 12:00 

  
 

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG 
 

Gateway GTO Classifieds 

For Sale: 

Alternator for 2006 GTO (Used but tests good) 

$50 with a 90 day warranty 

Call: Frank Chapman 

 

http://www.gatewaygto.org/
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126 Afshari Drive 
Florissant, MO 63034 

jfhavens@sbcglobal.net 

(314) 838-5533 
 
 

Jon’s Tri-Power Service 
 
 

 
 
Jon F. Havens 
Owner 
 

13  Shamblin Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63034 

 

(314) 496-7368 
 
 

Jonathan’s Q Jet Service 
 
 

 
 
 
Jonathan Havens 

Gateway GTO Club Store 

mailto:jfhavens@sbcglobal.net
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
https://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  

President  Vice President Mo  
Chris Winslow Brian O’Sullivan  
644 Emge Road 2576 Westrick Drive 
O’Fallon, MO 63366 Maryland Heights MO 63043  
636-294-8104 314-225-7240 
chriswinslow@charter.net bosullivan@hunter.com 
Vice President IL.  Treasurer 
Dan Jackson  Will Bowers  
P.O. Box 234  4213 Napa View Lane 
Greenville, IL 62246  St. Charles, MO 63304 

618-267-1760 618-791-3110 
dajalj@gmail.com  wwbdsb@yahoo.com   
Secretary  GTOAA Chapter Rep. 
Paula Winslow  Steve Hedrick 
644 Emge Road 3676 Morgan Way  
O’Fallon, MO 63366  Imperial, MO 63052 
636-294-8104 314-640-4020 
pooky1891@gmail.com sthedrick@aol.com 
Photo Album Editor  Club Events Chairman  
Laura Kiefer Marty Howard  
70 Keystone Drive  7 Newcastle CT  
Old Monroe, MO 63369  St. Charles MO 63301      
1977kieferla@gmail.com  636-724-8641  
 nycgto@att.net   
Web Newsletter Editor  
Chris Winslow  Chris Winslow  
644 Emge Rd.  644 Emge Rd.  
O’Fallon MO 63366  O’Fallon MO 63366      
636-294-8104  636-294-8104  
chriswinslow@charter.net  chriswinslow@charter.net  
Charity Chairman  Photographer  
Bob Blattel  Chris Winslow  
4564 Austin Knoll Court  644 Emge Rd.  
St. Charles MO 63304  O’Fallon MO 63366      
636-441-3141  636-294-8104 
bob@blattels.com chriswinslow@charter.net  

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album 

If you have photos of past events or if you take pic-
tures of future events that you think would be good 
for our Photo Album, please send them to the news-
letter editor.  

The Hood Scoop is  published as an informative 
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on 
past,  present,  and future events.  

Advertising is free for members in good standing. 

Advertising rates for non members are:  

$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad 
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, 
your logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link 
to your website from our Related Website Link 
space. 

Advertising Guidelines  

Classified ads are free to members. Classified ads up to 50 
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

Gateway GTO Club Information  

The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the 
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a com-
mon interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.  
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newslet-
ter called “The Hood Scoop”.  The purpose of this newslet-
ter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activi-
ties as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club 
meets every first Thursday of the month at Gingham’s, 1566 
Country Club Plaza Drive, St. Charles, MO 63303 

The yearly dues for Gateway GTO is $20.  The dues are due 
by the Pizza Party in January.  All Gateway GTO members 
must be a member in good standing with GTOAA.  You are 
allowed to have one associate member.  

The Gateway GTO Association 

 is an official chapter of the  

GTO Association of America 
www.gtoaa.org 

Visit us at 
www.gatewaygto.org or 
www.gatewaygto.com 

 

mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:littlemissek@gmail.com
mailto:dajalj@gmail.com
mailto:wwbdsb@yahoo.com
mailto:pooky1891@gmail.com
mailto:sthedrick@aol.com
mailto:1977kieferla@gmail.com
mailto:nycgto@charter.net
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:bob@blattels.com
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
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644 Emge Road 
O’Fallon, MO 63366 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


